TAKE HEED TO
YOURSELVES!
(1) Luk 17:1-4 Jesus said, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to him by whom they come. It would have been better for him to have a millstone hung around his neck, and that he was cast into the sea, than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin; so take heed to yourselves.” 

    While I know that I’ve very often; and for some maybe too often; mentioned how bad things are in the spiritual realm in the today’s world, nevertheless, to any thinking person, let alone to a re-born child of God Almighty, it must be obvious that, in general, moral and social behaviour is nowhere near what we know it should be. 
(2) Matt 13:15 “This peoples hearts have grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have closed their eyes lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn to me to heal them.” 

    We’re told by ‘experts’ that we’re evolving upwards, yet, only a short lifetime ago, just about everyone could leave their doors unlocked; if they even had locks; and not have to worry. Neighbours looked out for one another without governments having to encourage us to set up programs to do so. Women, children and old people were safe in their homes and on the streets.  And I could go on and on.

(3) Pro 1:33 “But he who listens to me will dwell secure, without dread of evil.”

    We didn’t have nearly as many laws, simply because there weren’t that many active criminals around. Murder was rare, as was rape. The vast majority of people were honest to a fault, accepting responsibility for their own mistakes; their own actions; and in the process learning to correct those mistakes.

    How different things are today!  Now, we’re encouraged not to admit our errors, even our criminal behaviour. “It’s not my fault”, seems to be the cry. “Lets shift the responsibility to others”, or “Lets find someone else to blame.” 

(4) Ps 32:15 “He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous are both the same, an abomination to the Lord.”
    But how is anything ever going to be changed in you or I; how are we every going to do as those before us did, and learn from our mistakes; if we don’t acknowledge them in the first place, especially to ourselves?

    Today’s concept seems to be that, if we admit the limitations of our capabilities, if we admit our mistakes and errors, we somehow diminish ourselves. Again, any thinking person, any genuine child of God, must surely know that’s all rubbish. In fact, God’s Word tells us that it’s only in admitting; in confessing; our errors and sins to him, that we can find wholeness (holiness) and completeness in our lives.
(5) Ps 32:3-5 “When I did not declare my sin, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; and my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
    Then I acknowledged my sin to you Lord, and did not try to hide it any more. I said, “I will confess my sin to the Lord,” then you forgave my guilt.”

    In any human relationship, especially marriage, this open, honest acknowledge-ment of our faults and imperfections is an essential ingredient for success. I would imagine it must be very difficult to live with a self-righteous person, one who can only see the faults in others, but not in themselves. I praise God that I don’t have to live with such a person, and I pray that my wife, Terri, is able to say the same.

    Some may suggest here that it’s weakness to be so open about one’s shortcomings; that it’s only looking for sympathy. While this can certainly be so, nevertheless, if we truly care about our relationships, we must accept that they can be improved. If we don’t, then, like everything else in this world which is either growing (improving) or dying (stagnating), what we have will slowly fade and die also, unless we’re prepared to be honestly critical of ourselves.

(6) 1Cor 11:31 “If we judge ourselves truly, we should not be judged.”

    After all, if I’m not being completely honest with myself, how am I ever going to accept honest criticism from others, especially my spouse?  
    It I don’t accept that I need to seek improvement in myself, then, it follows, I have no right to seek it in others.  The words of Jesus ring so very true here;

(7) Matt 7:12 “Whatever you want others to do to, or for you, you must do to, or for them.” 

    If you think that anything in this life is free, think again. Even things we receive as gifts must be maintained.  That’s the price we must pay for having, and keeping them.  Nothing is truly free; everything has a price.  If we’re not prepared to pay that price, then we have no right to expect to receive, or continue to have, anything.  

    We so often quote;

(8) Eph 2:8-9 “By grace you have been saved, through faith, and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God, not because of works, so that no one can boast.” 

    But we must never forget;

(9) Eph 2:10 “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which he prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
    Look around you. Everything you have received as a gift must be maintained. But now to the point of all of this, and the most important thing of all; if we’re not prepared to accept responsibility for our actions, or lack of them, in regard to our God’s Word; if we’re not prepared to fully pay the price of obedience to that Word; how can we ever expect to receive the blessings he intends us to have. 
(10) John 14:15-17 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will send you another Counselor, to be with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he dwells with you, and will be in you.”

(11) John 14:21 “He who has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is who loves me, and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him, and reveal myself to him.”
(12) John 14:23 “If anyone loves me, he will keep my Word, and my Father will love him, and we will come and make our home with him.”
    As we’ve already seen, even the “Free gift” of salvation has the same condition of obedience attached.  While it’s certainly true that we can never earn or buy any of this from God by our own efforts or worthiness, nevertheless, once we’ve accepted his gift, we must maintain it by obedience to what he’s said to us in Jesus Christ, his Word. 
(13) Col 1:21-23 “We, who once were estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, Christ has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present us holy and blameless, and irreproachable before him; provided we continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel which we heard.”
(14) Rev 7:13-15 “One of the elders said to John, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and where have they come from?” And John said, “Sir, you know.” And the elder answered, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night within his temple. And he who sits upon the throne will shelter them with his presence.
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